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Welcome to Worship!
We are glad to have you here today!

Good Stuff to Know
o Restrooms can be found in the back of the church. Men’s room is on the left
side (facing the front) and Women’s room is on the right side
o If you would like to receive Holy Communion and are unable to approach the
Altar area, please talk to an usher or communion assistant before the service.
o If you have hearing aids, you can connect to our hearing aid loop by setting
your hearing aids to TCoil mode.

For Those with Children:
o Busy Bags are filled with quiet activities for your children to use during the
service. They can be found in the Narthex on the right side of the main doors
o Our Nursery/Cry Room is available for parents and their children and is located
off the Narthex on the right side of the building.

Holy Communion Info
o We welcome to our communion table all baptized Christians who:

e Come confessing their sins to God
e Believe in Jesus as the only Savior from sin [
e Recognize the true bodily presence of Jesus % %
in and with the bread and wine, (l:_l OLY N o
e Desire to live a new life in Christ -
OMMUNION

Pastoral Assistance
If you are ever in need of pastoral assistance (hospital or home visit, communion,
counseling, etc.), please feel free to contact Pastor Chris. You may reach him by email
at PastorChris@flcgainesville.org call the church office at 352-376-2062, or in case of
emergency, you may reach him on his cell phone at 914-325-7145.

Please “be present” and silence your cell phones in church. Thank you!


mailto:PastorChris@flcgainesville.org

Christmas Day
December 25, 2025

Prelude: Away in a Manger arranged by Mark Hayes

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace

(Stand)
Opening Hymn: 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo - 1y, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the ficld a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’cr vour
3 8a - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
NS Al cre - a - tion, join in prais - ing  God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion's sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far: Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To the e - ter - nal Three in One.
| Refrain )
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor -  ship Christ, the new - bomn King
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Confession and Absolution
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O v 0O o

(Please kneel or sit)

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

(Sit)

Connect with Us

e Guests and Visitors - We would like to invite you to fill out a Connect Card
(in the pew in front of you). Include your name and contact info, and drop
this card into the offering plate, and First Lutheran will make a $10 donation
to a local charity of your choice. Thank you for joining us today, and for
partnering with us to make a difference in our community!

e Members and Frequent Guests - Please let us know you’re here by filling
out the fellowship pad in the center aisle of the pew.




Choir Anthem: What Child is This? - by William C. Dix and Joel Raney

Kids Message

Old Testament: Isaiah 62:10-12
19Go through, go through the gates;
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway;
clear it of stones;
lift up a signal over the peoples.
""Behold, the LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
12And they shall be called The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD;
and you shall be called Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Titus 3:4-7
“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, “whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(Stand)



Alleluia Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. '?And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. °But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2!'She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 2?All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

The Glﬁ that
Clwanged the World



Hymn: 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful (v 1-4)

We’ll begin “O Come All Ye Faithful” with the first verse in Latin,
and then we’ll sing all four verses together in English.

“Adeste Fideles”

Adeste fideles laeti triumphantes,
Venite, venite in Bethelehem.
Natum videte, Regem Angelorum,
Venite adoremus, venite adoremus,
Venite adoremus Dominum.

| | T 1 ] | I | ]

o]
o
I\ij\} = .I -1 d \i i ] \} ]

1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem:

Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;

Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!

Je - sus, to Thee_  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Bomm the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let wus a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!




Sermon

Hymn 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten (v 1-4)
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - cv - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,

3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant - ed of  with
4 O ve heights of heav’n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
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gan to  be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
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He the source, the end - ing He, the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - lor of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King, Let no tongue on earth be
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have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - 4 - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ‘ry voice in con - cert ring
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
(Stand)

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(Sit)



Offering
e Ways to Give - You can leave your offering in the plate that
the ushers bring down the aisle, donate online (scan the QR
code to get to our online giving website), or send in your
offering by mail.
e Your continued generosity helps us to share Jesus with our
community, so thank you!!!

Voluntary: Mary Did You Know? by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

o O O

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Communion Hymn: 362 O Sing of Christ
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1 O sing of Christ,whose birth made known The kind-ness of the Lord,
2 What Ad-am lost, none could re - claim, And Par-a - dise was barred
3 He cameto that which was His own, But He was not re-ceived;
4 Lord Je-susChrist, You deigned to dwell A -mongus here on earth
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E - ter - nal Word made flesh and bone So we  could be re - stored.
Un - 1l the sec - ond Ad - am came To mend what sin had marred.

Yet still through Him God’s glo - ry shone, And some His name be - lieved.
As God with us, Em-man-u - el, To bring this ho -1y birth.
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Up - on our frail hu - man-i - ty God’sfin-ger chose to  trace
For when the time was full and right God sent His on - ly Son;
To these He gave the right to be The heirs of heav’n a - bove,
Though rich, You will -ing - ly be - came One with our pov - er - 1y,

The full-ness of His de - i - ty, The i-con of His grace.
He came to us as life and light And our re - demp-tion won.
Born not of hu - man an - c¢es - try But born of God in love,
That we might share Your wealth and name For all ¢ - ter - ni - ty!

Communion Hymn: 621 Let All

Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh  keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - v, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van- guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - un - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As  the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in  His hand Christ our God to earth de-
In the bod - vy and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu -1a, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His own self for heav'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears 4 - way.
I - ial Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most Hight'”
(Stand)
Dismissal
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Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn: 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell 1t on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - 'ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus Christ 18 born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - Iy man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
Refrai
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-¢ns  There shone a  ho - Iy light,
Rang out the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal - va-tion That bless - ed Christ- mas morn.

P Go in Peace and Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Go, Tell It On the Mountain arranged by Mark Patterson

Pick Up Poinsettias
If you donated a poinsettia please pick them up after church. Any remaining
poinsettias will be put outside by the sacristy door (front right side of sanctuary).

Church Office Hours

The church office will have limited hours Dec 29" — Jan 3™. If you need to reach
the church office, please call 352-376-2062 or email office@flcgainesville.org.
Pastor Chris is available at 914-325-7145

12


mailto:office@flcgainesville.org

