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Welcome to Worship!   

We are glad to have you here today! 
 

Good Stuff to Know 
o Restrooms can be found in the back of the church. Men’s room is on the left side 

(facing the front) and Women’s room is on the right side. 

o If you would like to receive Holy Communion and are unable to approach the 

Altar area, please talk to an usher or communion assistant before the service. 

o The hearing loop is currently disconnected due to a malfunction.  We ordered a 

new system that should hopefully be installed near the end of July.  Thank you for 

your patience. 

 

For Those with Children  
o Busy Bags are filled with quiet activities for your children to use during the 

service.  They can be found in the church entryway on the right side of the main 

doors. 

o Sensory care boxes include headphones and fidget manipulatives.  Should you or a 

member of your family want to use during the service, just ask an usher.   

o Our Nursery/Cry Room is available for parents and their children and is located 

off the church entryway on the right side of the building. 

o There is No Sunday School During the summer. We will resume in the Fall. 
 

Holy Communion Info 
o We welcome to our communion table all baptized Christians who 

• Come confessing their sins to God 

• Believe in Jesus as the only Savior from sin 

• Recognize the true bodily presence of Jesus in and 

with the bread and wine, 

• Desire to live a new life in Christ 
 

Pastoral Assistance 
If you are ever in need of pastoral assistance (hospital or home visit, communion, 

counseling, etc.), please feel free to contact Pastor Chris.  You may reach him by 

email at PastorChris@flcgainesville.org, or call the church office at 352-376-2062.  In 

case of emergency, you may reach Pastor Chris on his cell phone at 914-325-7145.  
 

Please “be present” and silence your cell phones in church. Thank you! 

 

mailto:PastorChris@flcgainesville.org
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Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
July 12, 2025 

10:00 am Worship 
Divine Service, Setting 3 

 

Prelude  
 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 
 

(Stand) 
 

Opening Hymn: 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Please kneel or sit) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

(Stand) 
 

Kyrie  

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
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P  Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

(Sit) 
 

If you have a Prayer Request, please fill out a yellow Prayer Request Card  
(in the back of the pew in front of you) and drop it in the offering plate. 

 

Connect with Us 
• Guests and Visitors - We would like to invite you to fill out a Connect Card (in 

the back of the pew in front of you). Include your name and contact info, and 
drop this card into the offering plate, and First Lutheran will make a $10 
donation to a local charity of your choice. Thank you for joining us today, and 
for partnering with us to make a difference in our community! 

• Members and Frequent Guests – Please let us know you’re here by filling 
out the fellowship pad and passing it down so everyone may complete. 

 

Kid’s Message 
 

Old Testament: Isaiah 55:10–13 
10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
12 You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 

    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 
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This will be for the LORD’s renown, 

    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will endure forever.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading: Romans 8:12–17 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, 

to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we 

cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 

children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.    
 

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 

stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went 

out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 

birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. 

It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the 

plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, 

where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever 
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has ears, let them hear. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn of the Month: 646 Church of God, Elect and Glorious 
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(Sit) 
 

Sermon 
 

(Stand) 
 

Hymn: 577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 
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          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
(Sit) 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering  
• Ways to Give - You can leave your offering in the plate that the ushers bring 

down the aisle, donate online (scan the QR code to get to our 
online giving website), or send in your offering by mail. 

• Your continued generosity helps us to share Jesus with our 
community, so thank you!!! 

 

Voluntary  
 

(Stand) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

                  hallowed be Thy name, 

                  Thy kingdom come, 

        Thy will be done on earth  

             as it is in heaven; 

        give us this day our daily bread; 

        and forgive us our trespasses  

             as we forgive those  

             who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 

        but deliver us from evil. 

          For Thine is the kingdom  

        and the power and the glory  

        forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
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C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Words of our Lord  
 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 
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(Sit) 
 

Communion Distribution 
• Young people who have not yet taken part in our Communion preparation 

classes are invited to come forward with their parents to receive a blessing 

• We have gluten free wafers for those allergic to wheat. (Just tell the Pastor that 
you would like a gluten free wafer) 

• Grape juice is also available in the center portion of the communion trays for 
those wishing not to partake in wine. 

 

Communion Hymn: 727 On Eagles’ Wings 
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Communion Hymn: 894 For the Fruits of His Creation 
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Communion Hymn: 982 Blest Are They 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Stand) 
 

Dismissal 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Song: 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
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P   Go in Peace and Serve the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
 

 

Thanks Pastor Eichberger 
Pastor Tim Eichberger is filling in today while Pastor Chris is on vacation. Thanks 
so much for sharing God's Word with us today. Pastor Chris will be back in the 
office on July 23rd. 

 
Announcements 

 

Register for VBS 
Vacation Bible School will be July 20-23, from 5:00-7:30 pm. It is 
for kids aged 4-11 (must be potty trained). Dinner and snacks will 
be provided.  The theme is “Rainforest Falls – Exploring the 
Nature of God”. Register today by scanning the QR code to help 
us with planning. 
 

Superpower Survey Update 
Thanks to everyone who filled out a 'What's your superpower' 
survey this spring. We have the data compiled and our volunteer 
leaders are going to start using the information to contact people 
about potential volunteer opportunities.  If you haven't filled out a 
survey yet, you can do so right here. Please scan the QR code to 
take the survey. 
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Hearing Loop 
The hearing loop is currently disconnected due to a malfunction.  We ordered a 
new system that should hopefully be installed near the end of July.  Thank you 
for your patience. 

 

College Students 
Thanks so much for joining us today! If you are new in town, we would love to 
get you connected here at First Lutheran.  

• Join our GroupMe Group – Stay in the loop about all the 
things happening with our college group.  Scan the QR code 
to the right to get the link to join our group ‘First Lutheran 
Campus Ministry’ 

• College Bible Study – Summer Semester Study – Tuesday nights at 
7:00 pm in the campus house.  Study is on The Book of Job. 

• Fellowship Lunch – Taking a break until the Fall Semester.   
 

Sunday Morning Bible Class – Break Until Fall 
There will be no Sunday morning Bible study for the months of June and July.  
We will be taking a break and resuming in August. 
 

Stephen Ministry 
The Stephen Ministers are ready to offer one to one listening, prayer and 
support.  If you are interested in seeing a Stephen Minister, please contact 
Pastor Chris at 914-325-7145 or PastorChris@flcgainesville.org.  Also, Angie 
Burr at (352) 672-4637 or amburrx2@yahoo.com. 
 

Mark Your Calendars 

• July 26th VBS Celebration Sunday 

• August 2nd Installation of Board Officers 

• August 9th School Backpack Blessing 

• August 23rd Welcome Back BBQ 
 

Altar Flowers 
Today’s flowers have been donated by The Thinschmidts in celebration of 
their 68th wedding anniversary. 
(If you are interested in donating flowers for the altar on Sunday mornings, please sign 
up on the Flower Chart in the back of the sanctuary, or contact Leeann in the church 
office at office@flcgainesville.org  Flowers are $40 or $20 if you are sharing per 
Sunday.) 

 
 

mailto:PastorChris@flcgainesville.org
mailto:amburrx2@yahoo.com
mailto:office@flcgainesville.org
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Your Church Needs You 
There are great opportunities for everyone to volunteer for different tasks that 
help make our Sunday Worship great and the church run smoothly. Volunteers 
are needed for… 

• Audio/Visual contact the church office  

• Bell Choir, Choir/Praise Team contact Stephanie at (352) 256-6701 

• Counters contact the church office  
Only an hour or two out of your month really does make a huge difference. 

 

Sunday Bulletin and The First News 
Do you have an update, announcement or an event that you would like to share 
with your fellow members?  

• Submissions are due for the bulletin by Noon on Wednesday  

• Submissions for the newsletter The First News are due by the 20th of the 
month to be published in the next newsletter.  

• Email your draft to office@flcgainesville.org  

• Please keep your information ministry or mission related.   

• All submissions will be considered 
Contact Leeann at the church office with any questions.  (352)376-2062. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  First Lutheran Needs Your Help!   
 

mailto:office@flcgainesville.org
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Volunteer Schedule 
Today      
Lector Laura Hoyer 

Comm Nathan Gude 

Acolyte Ruth Gassman 

Children's Msg Patrick Bier 

Sound Jonathan Albertin(T) 

Camera Maddie Franklin(T) 

Slides Jared Partridge(T) 
Usher *Tom Kucharek, Jim Gorske, Dan Hamann, Saher 

Altar Guild Christina Dietrich, Roberta Partridge 

Card Ministry Marge Polkowski 
 

Next Sunday (July 19) 
Lector Roberta Partridge 

Comm Mark Kann 

Acolyte Cole Rabe 

Children's Msg Pastor Lane 

Sound Brandi Dotson(T) 

Camera Brandi Dotson(T) 

Slides Dian Dudeck(T) 

Usher *Mark Hoyer, Jonathan Albertin, Jorge Rojas, Will Starr 

Altar Guild Christina Dietrich, Roberta Partridge 

Card Ministry Marge Polkowski 
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Ways to Connect 
 

• Sign up for a Magnetic Nametag – Scan the QR Code to 
the right and we will make one for you and put it on the 
nametag board for next week. 

• Join a Bible study – Sunday mornings at 8:45 (Fellowship 
Hall), or college student study on Tuesday nights at 
7:00 pm. 

• Sign Up for Email and Text Updates from FLC – 
Scan the QR code to the right and get signed up.   

• Please save our texting number (352) 757-4889 into 
your phone as ‘First Lutheran Text’ (or something 
like that) so you know the messages are coming from 
us 

• In College?, Join our GroupMe Group – Stay in the loop 
about all the things happening with our college group.  Scan 
the QR code to the right to get the link to join our group ‘First 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 
 

 
Ways to Reach Out 

 

• Invite – Invite someone to church using the red cards in the 
bulletin today. Or invite someone to Parents Night Out, VBS, 
or any of our other events.  It’s a great way to make 
connections!  

• Serve – Use the QR core to complete our ‘What’s your 
Superpower?’ survey, so that we can help get you connected to volunteer 
opportunities that fit 
 

Nametag QR Code 

Email/Text QR Code 

Superpower QR Code 

GroupMe QR Code 


